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Dear Claire, 
 
I am writing to you today on behalf of local residents in Earlsfield, who face unprecedented disrup-
tion over the Christmas period, with Earlsfield station closed from 19 December to 2 January. 
 
Twenty-eight stations served by South Western Railway within Greater London will remain open 
during the period of industrial action this December, of which twenty-one, or 75%, have passenger 
usage lower than Earlsfield. The only stations with higher usage are the hubs of Putney, Surbiton, 
Wimbledon, Richmond, Vauxhall, Clapham Junction and London Waterloo. 
 
Indeed, Earlsfield has the same passenger numbers as nine stations combined – Fulwell, Hampton, 
Syon Lane, Chiswick, Hampton Wick, Barnes Bridge, Motspur Park, Hounslow and Isleworth re-
ceived around 4.5 million passengers in 2021-22 as compared to Earlsfield’s 4.2 million, yet each of 
these stations will remain open. 
 
It is unacceptable that local residents have again been let down by South Western Railway deci-
sions, with services at Earlsfield already having been cut to the enduring inconvenience of commut-
ers. At a time when people are especially reliant on the railways to see loved ones, do Christmas 
shopping and get to work, it is frankly baffling that Earlsfield has been singled out for closure. 
 
As such, I must request that the decision to close Earlsfield station over the Christmas period is re-
considered as a matter of urgency, and the reasoning for its closure in the first instance explained in 
full. 
 
Regards, 

 

 

 

Dr Rosena Allin-Khan 
Member of Parliament for Balham, Earlsfield, Tooting and Wandsworth Common 
Shadow Cabinet Member for Mental Health


